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Chapter of Magic from The Explanation of the Nullifiers of Islam 


The Seventh Nullifier 1 2 - Magic 
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Magic, which includes magic spells that cause a person to hate something he seeks after 
(sarf) or love something he doesn't seek after (Atf). So whoever performs it or is 
pleased with it being done, has committed disbelief. The proof for this is Allah's 
statement: "And neither of these two (angels) would teach anyone until they had first 
said to them: 'We are only a trial (for the people), so do not commit disbelief.'" 

(Surah Al-Baqarah: 102) 

Explanation 

This is from the 7 th nullifier which is 'Magic' - magic is knowledge of the devils, Allah says, 
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They followed what the Shayateen (devils) gave out (falsely of the magic) in the lifetime of 
Sulaiman (Solomon). Sulaiman did not disbelieve, but the Shayateen (devils) disbelieved, 
teaching men magic and such things that came down at Babylon to the two (angels,) 
Harut and Marut, but neither of these two angels taught anyone (such things) till they had 
said, "We are only for trial, so disbelieve not (by learning this magic from us)." And from 

these (angels) people learn that by which they cause separation between man and his 

2 

wife, but they could not thus harm anyone except by Allah's Leave. 


1 Reference: The following chapter is taken from 'The Explanation of the Nullifiers of Islam' by Shaykh 
Abdur-Rahman Bin Naasir al-Barrak: file:///Users/Skychief/Downloads/shrih nwakiz albrak 549.pdf - 

Page 32 - 34 

2 Qur'an: Surah Baqarah: 102 
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The Sheikh (Imam Abdul Wahhab) said "Magic, which includes magic spells that cause a 
person to hate something he seeks after (Sarf) or love something he doesn't seek after 
(Atf)". 


j^aJl As-Sarf: this refers to the magic which causes separation between loved ones for 

example, the love between spouses, this changing has an effect on people's life until the 
husband leaves his wife or the wife leaves the husband or one brother leaves another 
brother or a son leaves his mother and father or a friend leaves his friend. 


Indeed, the ayah has mentioned the separation between husband and wife since this is 
more common - both types of magic is included in this ayah. 


cJiiasJI Al-Atf: this refers to attachment. Attachment is that which the holy Prophet 
Muhammad (HI) mentioned in the hadith: "Verily, Ar-Ruqyah (Incantations), at-Tameem 
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(Amulets) and Tiwala are all acts of shirk." 


The Sheikh has said in Kitab at-Tawhid: (at-Tiwala) is something that they claim makes the 
wife more beloved to her husband or the man to his wife, this type of love is not natural 
nor is it rational nor is it induced through a normal cause, but this is a magical effect and it 
causes the one who has been bewitched to exceed all bounds and his behaviour changes 
and he transgresses beyond intelligence, shame and indecency. 


The Sheikh then says "whoever does it or is pleased with it has committed kufr" because 
whoever is pleased with kufr is a kaafir. 


And Allaah has mentioned the affair of magic in a number of places in the Qur'an, from 
them, the Exalted's saying, 


4^-333 &3-oJI OH lo U^Lo j 3 -oJLs 2 ll 3 


"They followed what the devils gave out (falsely of the magic) in the lifetime of Sulaiman." 3 4 


3 Sahih: Recorded by Abu Dawud (no. 3883) narrated by Abdullah bin Mas'ud, Sheikh albani graded it Sahih 
(Authentic) in Silsilatus Sahihah (no. 331). 

4 Qur'an: Surah Baqarah: 102 
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Just as he mentioned the story of the magicians of Pharaoh in numerous places in the 
Qur'an, He, the Sublime and Exalted says, 
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"They said, "0 Musa ! Either you throw first or we be the first to throw?" [Musa] said: "Nay, 
throw you (first)!" Then behold, their ropes and their sticks, by their magic, appeared to 
him as though they moved fast. So Musa conceived a fear in himself. We (Allaah) said: "Fear 
not! Surely, you will have the upper hand." 5 , and in another verse, the Exalted says, 
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"He [Musa] said: "Throw you (first)." So when they threw, they bewitched the eyes of the 
people, and struck terror into them, and they displayed a great magic." 6 In these two verses 
is a proof that their magic was takhyeeliyy (illusory). 


And for this reason it is said that magic is of two types: 

1) Sihr Haqeeqiyy [i.e. magic with an actual physical effect on an individual in terms of 
illness, death or separation], such as the magic which separates between two 
spouses, and two friends and what is like that. 

2) Sihr Takhyeeliyy [i.e. magic which does not have a physical effect on things or change 
the realities of things but involves altering the perceptive faculties of a person], 
which is the one in which the eyes are made to believe (they are seeing something), 
in that a person who has had magic done on him sees things upon other than their 
realities, so he sees for example a donkey as a person, or a person as an animal or a 
stone as gold, or ropes as snakes which move swiftly, as was done by the magicians 
of Pharaoh. 


5 Qur'an: Surah Taha: 65-68 

6 Qur'an: Surah A'raaf: 116 
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As for magic changing actual entities (from their original form), this is not possible. The 
magician is not able to turn a human into an animal or an animal into a human or to turn 
gold into a stone or a stone into gold. It is necessary for this matter to be understood and 
that no one is able to turn entities (into other entities) except Allaah, the Sublime and 
Exalted, who created all things. But the extent of the magicians (ability) is to work trickery 
(tamweeh) and illusion (takhyeel) upon the eyes, the Exalted said, 
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"They bewitched the eyes of the people, and struck terror into them, and they displayed a 

great magic ." 7 8 


And both of these types of magic (haqeeqiyy and takhyeeliyy) are from the knowledge of 
the devils and both of them are kufr (disbelief). He, the Sublime and Exalted said. 
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"And throw that which is in your right hand! It will swallow up that which they have made. 
That which they have made is only a magician's trick, and the magician will never be 
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successful, no matter whatever amount (of skill) he may attain." Hence He negated success 
from the magician categorically. 

And magic is disbelief because it is founded upon shirk and is never separated from it, 
because the magician seeks nearness to the devils, he worships them and obeys them and 
they obey him and aid him upon whatever he desires of corruption or causing corruption. 

Hence, the magician is from those who cause corruption upon the earth, because he 
corrupts the minds of the people and their religion. And when a person's mind becomes 
corrupted, his religion also becomes corrupted. How many a person [has there been] - and 
refuge is with Allaah - who has been oppressed with magic, his life becomes wretched (for 
him) and he does not remain upright, neither in his religion, nor in his worldly (affair). 


7 Qur'an: Surah Al-A'raf :116 

8 Qur'an: Surah Ta-Ha: 69 
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From the scholars are those who said that magic varies, from it is that which is kufr, and 
from it is that which is not kufr, and this is based upon the notion that from magic is that 
which does not necessitate shirk. 

However, the apparent (meaning) of the Qur'an (indicates) that all forms of magic is kufr. 

As for what the deceivers use to deceive (the people) by way of feats of activity which 
return back to the sleight of hand, as they claim, and with rapid movement and the magic 
of trickery, then this is what takes place by working trickery through the use of certain 
elements which makes them appear upon other than their realities. And this magic is magic 
only in the linguistic sense, it is not from the magic which is kufr. 

However, they have made it (this type of magic) as an avenue with which to spread the 
actions of actual true and real magic, such as striking a man with a sword without it killing 
him, and eating hot coals, and swallowing a snake, and splitting iron which are things 
comprised in what they call a circus. 


End of Chapter 



